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From the Londow GazEtTTE, November 1. 


By the KING, a ProcLamatioN, 


For the Encouragement of PizTy and VI Tur; 


and for Preventing and Puniſhing*f Vice, Pro- 
faneneſs, and Immorality. 

 GrorGet R. | 
XE moſt ſeriouſly and religiouſly 
conſidering, that it is an in- 
diſpenſible duty on us to be careful, 
above all other things, to preſerve 
and advance the honour and ſervice 
of Almighty God, and to diſcourage 
and ſuppreſs all vice, profaneneſs, 
debauchery, and immorality, which 
are ſo highly diſpleaſing to God, ſo 
great a reproach to our religion and 
government, and (by means of the 
frequent ill examples of the practices 
thereof) have ſo fatal a tendency to 
the corruption of many of our loving 


ſubjects, otherwiſe religiouſly and vir- 


tuouſly diſpoſed, and which (if not 
7 A 2 timely 
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timely remedied) may juſtly draw 
down the Divine vengeance on us and 
our kingdoms : We alſo humbly ac- 
knowledging, that we cannot expect 
the bleſſing and goodneſs of Almigh- 
ty God, (by whom Kings reign, and 
on which we entirely rely) to make 
our reign happy and proſperous. to 
our ſelf and our people, without a re- 
ligious obſervance of God's holy laws: 

To the intent therefore that religion, 
piety, and good-manners, may (ac- 
cording to our moſt hearty deſire) 
flouriſh and increaſe under our admi- 
niſtration and government, we have 
thought fit, by the advice of our 
Privy Counts, to iſſue this our royal 
proclamation, and do hereby declare 


our royal purpoſe and reſolution to 
diſcountenance and puniſh all man- 


ner of vice, profaneneſs, and immora- 
lity, in all perſons of whatſoever de- 
gree or quality, within this our realm, 
and particularly in ſuch as are em- 


ployed 


PROCLAMATION: ; 
ployed near our royal perſon ; and 
that for the encouragement of reli- 
gion. and morality, we will, upon all 
occaſions, diſtinguiſh perſons of piety 
and virtue, by marks of our royal fa- 
vour. And we do expect and re- 
quire, that all perſons of honour, or 
in place of authority, will give good 
example by their own virtue and pie- 
ty, and to their utmoſt contribute to 
the diſcountenancing perſons of diſſo- 

lute and debauched lives, that they, 

being reduced by that means to ſhame 
and contempt, for their looſe and evil 
actions and behaviour, may be there- 
by alſo enforced the ſooner to reform 
their ill habits and practices, and that 
the viſible diſpleaſure of good men 
towards them may, (as far as it is poſ- 
ſible) ſupply what the laws (probably) 
cannot altogether prevent. And we 
do. hereby ſtrictly enjoin and prohibit, 
all our loving ſubjects, of what de- 
| = or quality ſoever, from playing 


On 
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on the Lord's day at dice, cards, of 
any other game whatſoever, either in 
public or private houſes, or other place 
or places whatſoever ; and we do here- 
by require and command them, and 
every of them, decently and reverent- 
ly to attend the worſhip of God on 
_ every Lord's day, on pain of our high- 
eſt diſpleaſure, and of being proceed- 
ed againſt with the utmoſt rigour that 
may be by law. | 


And for the more effectual reform- 
ing all ſuch perſons, who, by reaſon 
of their diſſolute lives and converſa- 
tions, are a ſcandal to our kingdom, 
our further pleaſure is, and we do 


hereby ſtrictly charge and command 


all our Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs, Juſ- 
tices of the Peace, and all other our 
Officers and Miniſters, both Eccle- 
ſiaſtical and Civil, and all other our 
ſubjects, whom it may concern, to be 
very vigilant and ſtrict in the diſco- 
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/ 


very, and the effectual proſecution and 


puniſhment of all perſons, who ſhall 
be guilty of exceſſive drinking, blaſ- 
phemy, profane ſwearing and curſ- 
ing, lewdneſs, profanation of the 
Lord's day, or other diſſolute, im- 
moral, or diſorderly practices; and 


that they take care alſo effectually to 


ſuppreſs all public gaming houſes and 
places, and other lewd and diſorderly 
houſes, and to put in execution the 
ſtatute made in the twenty-ninth year 


of the reign of the late King Charles 


the Second, intitled, an Act for the 


© better obſervation of the Lord's day, 
* commonly called Sunday: And alſo 
an Act of Parliament made in the 
ninth year of the reign of the late 
King William the Third, intitled, * An 
© Act for the more effectual ſuppreſſing 
© of blaſphemy and profaneneſs; and 
all other laws now in forcc for the 
puniſhing and ſuppreſſing any of the 
yices aforeſaid : and alſo to * 
an 


— 
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and prevent all gaming whatſoever in 


public or private houſes on the Lord's 


day; and likewiſe, that they take ef- 
fectual care to prevent all perſons keep- 
ing taverns, chocolate-houſes, coffee- 
houſes, or other public. houſes what- 
ſoever, from ſelling wine; chocolate, 
coffee, ale, beer, or other liquors, or 

receiving or permitting gueſts to be 
or remain in ſuch their houſes in the 
time of Divine Service on the Lord's 
day, as they will anſwer, it to Almigh- 


ty God, and upon porn. of our higheſt 
diſpleaſure. | | 


And for the more effectual proceed- 
ing herein, we do hereby direct and 
command all our Judges of Aſſize, 
and Juſtices of the Peace, to give ſtrict 


charges at their reſpective aſſizes and 


ſeſſions, for the due proſecution and 


puniſhment of all perſons that ſhall 


preſume to offend in any of the kinds 


aforeſaid and alſo of all perſons that, 
contrary 
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contrary to their duty, ſhall be remiſs 
or negligent i in putting the ſaid laws 
in execution; and that they do, at 
their reſpective aſſizes and quarter ſeſ- 
ſions of the peace, cauſe this our Roy- 
al Proclamation to be publickly read 
in open court immediately before the 

charge is given. And we do hereby 
further charge and command every mi- 
niſter in his reſpective pariſh church or 
chapel to read, or cauſe to be read, this 
our Proclamation, at leaſt four times 
in every year, immediately after Di- 
vine Service, and to incite and ſtir up 
their reſpective auditors to the practice 


of piety and virtue, and the avoid- 
ing of all immorality and Profaneneſs 


And to the end that all vice and de- 
bauchery may be prevented, and re- 
ligion and virtue practiſed by all offi- 
cers, private ſoldiers, mariners, and 
others, who are employed in our ſer- 


vice by ſea and land, we do hereby 


ſtrictly charge and command all our 


commanders 
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commanders and officers: whatſoever, 

that they do take care to avoid all 
|  profaneneſs, debauchery, and other 
| immoralities, and that by their own 
1 good and virtuous lives and conver- 
ſations, they do ſet good examples to 
all ſuch as are under their care and | 
authority ; and likewiſe take care of p 
and inſpect the behaviour of all ſuch 
„ as are under them, and puniſh all 
8 thoſe who ſhall be guilty of any the 
offences aforeſaid, as they will be an- F 
ſwerable for the II conſequences of ::1 
r neglect herein. 1 


Given at our Court at Leiceſter : 
Houſe the thirty-firſt day of Op- 


tober 1760, and in the firſt year 
of our reign. 


Ss GOD fave the KING. 


1 * 


* 
« Cut te 
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| GENTLEMEN OF BOTH THESE GRAND JURIES ! 


OU have now taken a very ſo- 


lemn and awful Oath, to en- 


quire diligently, on Behalf of his Ma- 


xlty and the Bodies of your reſpec- 


tive Counties; and to make true Pre- 


ſentment of all ſuch Matters, Articles 
and Things, as ſhall be given you 1 in 


Charge. 


Unver theſe Congo all Pleas 


of the Crown come within the com- 


pats of your Charge: of which, ſuch 
Offences as ate more directly nancy im- 
mediately againſt the Divine Majeſty 
of Almighty God and Religion, claim 
your firſt Care: Yor are, therefore, 
to preſent all Blaſpheaiies: ; groſly o- 
pen ſcandalous Lewdneſs and Immo- 
ralities; and, the too common Crime 


Sx of 
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of wilful and corrupt Perjury, that 
audacious Inſult on the Majeſty of 


God, as well as dangerous Violation 


of the Rights of Man. 


Tus Crimes ſap the very F FEY 
tions of Society, and diſſolve all Faith 
and Connexions among Mankind. 
Hiſtory will inform us, that, in tact, 


without Religion and Morality, no 
State hath ſubſiſted long : and indeed, 
Reaſon, from the Nature of Things, 


may convince us, that, without them, 


it is not poſſible for a State to be of 


ay Duration.“ Men can be but half 


„governed by human Laws: for 


there are neceſſary, unavoidable, Fai- 
lures in all civil Appointments; and 


it is Religion alone, which can ſupply 
the Deficiencies and Imperfections of 


human Legiſlatures. . This Conſide- 


ration, drew. from one of the wiſeſt 


Authors among the Ancients, (1) an 
Aſſeveration, in ſome Part of his Wri- 


| (1) Plutarch. 
tings; 
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tings; „that He would ſooner believe 


a City could be built without any 
« Foundations, than that a Govern- 
ment could be framed and preſerv- 
ed without Religion.“ 


oe 


0 


* 


Oo Geaciovs. SovEREIGN, hath 
aſcended the Throne of his Royal 


Anceſtors, under a ſerious and deep 


Conviction of this important Truth |! 


And accordingly, one of his firſt Acts 
of Government, was to injoin all Per- 
ſons, eſpecially thoſe in Authority un- 
der him, to exert themſelves for the 
Encouragement of Piety and Virtue; 
and, by a vigilant Execution, to in- 
vigorate the Laws, made for ſuppreſ- 
ling Vice and Immorality. The Rovy- 
aL PROCLAMATION you have heard 
read (a). My Duty calls upon me, 
at this Time, to give 1t in Charge to 
you, on the ſolemn and awful Oath 


(a) N. B. The Act of 29 Car. 2. therein mentioned, 


was paſſed in this Kingdom, 7 W. 3: And the Offences 
enumerated in the Engliſh Act of 9 W. 3. are puniſhable 


at Common Law. See the Caſe of the King and Wool- 
ſton, 1 Barnardiſt. Rep. 162. x Os 


you 


Mo! 
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you have taken, to make diligent En- 
quiry after the Offences therein men- 
tioned; and to preſent them to the 


Court adeordin gly. 


IN order to keep up the Impreſſi- 
ons of Religion in the Minds of Men; 
it is reaſonable, and indeed abſolutely 


neceſfary, that ſtated Times ſhould 
be appropriated to Acts of religious 


Worfhip. And, for this Purpoſe, all 


Chriſtian Countries have ſet apart one 


Day in the Week, thence called the 
Lokp's Day, or boner; the due Ob- 
fervation wheteof, is etijoined by the 
ancient Ecdefiaftical Laws; of Force 


in theſe Kingdoms. The Temporal 
Laws have alſo provided for the ſame 
Purpoſe, by making it Penal, to do tem- 


poral Buſineſs upon it; or to miſpend 


it tn Games or Paftimes. And in par- 


ticular, an Act of Parliament, paſſed 


here in the 7th Year of K. WIILIAu 
the III, has prohibited the Profanation 
of Sunday, under pecuniary Penalties, 


to 


þ 


THE GRAND JURIES,, c. 1h 
to be recovered, in a ſummary Way, 
before Juſtices of Peace and other 
Magiſtrates. Theſe Penalties, it is 
true, are but ſmall : The Legiſlature 
were not then apprehenſive, that any, 
but Perſons in the loweſt Claſs of Lite, 
could be guilty of ſo illiberal an Inſult 
on the Laws of Religion and Decency! 
Perſons of ſuch mean Circumſtances, 
that it was a matter of Doubt, whether 
they would have ten or five Shillings | 
to keep them out of the Common 


Gaol, or one Shillin g to ſave them 
Go the Stocks! | 


Ir is now to be feared, that theſe 
Crimes are too often committed, by 


— 3 24 


ties are no Loſs: However, let not Ma- 


giſtrates be diſcouraged from exacting 
them ; the Shame of having even the 
nin Sum of one Shilling raiſed i in 
this Way, may operate, where better 
Motives of Reformation fail ! Beſides, 
ſhould the particular Penalties of this 

| Pte Act 
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16 A CHARGE GIVEN TO 
Act be found, on fair Tryal, ineffec- 
tual ; Grand "MD have it much in 
thetr Power to cure the Evil, byi in- 


dicting the Offenders: in whick Caſe, 
the Court can proportion the Puniſh- 
ment to the Neceſſity and Expedien- 
cy of publick Example, as well as to 
the Reformation of the r 


themſelves. 


Gamins, though not an Immora- 
lity in itſelf, too generally becomes a 


Vice, by the pernicious Conſequences 
attending it, when exceſſive or unſea- 


ſonable. 


Tux Ruin it brings on domeſtic 


Life; the Temptation it affords to 


Fraud; the ſudden Changes it makes 


of Property, without Induſtry or Me- 


Tit; the violent and dy Paſſions 
it excites ; and the Miſpenſe of Time 
it rsa (a Loſs, by Vouth eſpeci- 
ally, not to be retrieved) are Evils of 
ſuch Magnitude to Society, that the 


wiſdom of Legiſlature has, from. time 
| to 
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to time, been engaged, in providing 
Means to reſtrain exceſſive and deceit- 


ful Gaming; which, in many Inſtan- 


ces, is puniſhable on Indictments: 


And, for the ſame Reaſon, the Law 


ranks common Gaming Houſes in the 


- ſame Claſs of Nuſances with com- 


mon Brothels, as equally corrupting 


the Morals and Manners of a People, 


GRAND JuRIEs are our Conſtitutio- 


nal Cexsoxs ! in this Light, GenTLE- 


MEN, view the important Truſt repo- 
ſed in you, for the Regulation of this 
great City; whoſe Example is, and 
naturally muſt be, apt to influence 
the Manners of the whole Kingdom! 
Conſider the late exceſſive Increaſe of 
Divertions, and 1dle Amuſements, of 
various kinds; all unhappily agreeing 
in one Point, Diſſipation of Mind, eſ- 
pecially among the younger Part of 


the Inhabitants! How gloomy might 


our Apprehenhons for the next Gene- 
C ration, 
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ration, be! But we will hope better 
Things. Providence has juſt now 
bleſſed us with an illuſtrious Inſtance, 
that Youth, when rightly trained, can 
think ſeriouſly, and act fitly, in the 
moſt AD DO SITUATION. May the 
Example animate our young Men, to 
a due Employment of their Time in 
proper Applications! And may all in- 
truſted with the Execution of the Laws, 
obey the Royar Call on HoxnzsT Men; 
and faithfully do their Duty, in ſup- 
preſſing Vice, Profaneneſs and Immo- 
rality. Then, by a ſteady and im- 
partial Conduct, ſhall we make felt 
the Happineſs of a Conſtitution, which 
ſets it's Laws above all Conditions of 
Men! And then, may we hope to 


hand down our Properties, of ſome 


good Uſe and Value, to thoſe who 


come aſter us ! 


Nexr to Crimes againſt Religion, 
Offences againſt the State, deſerve your 
Conſideration ; as the very Being of 

Society 
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Society doth ſo much depend on the 
due Support of Government. 


Ap here, you are to inquire of, 
and preſent, all TREASONS againſt 


his Majeſty's Sacred Perſon, his Go- 


vernment, his Seals and his Coin. 


Monty being inſtituted, by the 
common Conſent of Mankind, as the 
Meaſure of the Value of Things; 
the Regulation of it has been juſtly 
deemed, in all civilized Countries, a 
; Matter of too much Importance to be 
entruſted elſewhere but with the So- 
vereign Authority : and conſequently, 
Falſifications of it are Offences againſt 
the State. 


\ 


Turss Offences, in the more valu- 
able Metals (Gold and Silver) are, 
with us, by the Act of 25 Epw. 3 
and other Statutes, made High Trea- 
ſon ; and this ſeeming Severity is well 
fret i in Reaſon, Juſtice and Hu- 


manity; ; as muſt be acknowledged, 
C 2 when 
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when we refle& on the grievous and 
extenſive Miſchief ſuch Crimes do to 
all Commerce as well as to private 


Property. 


Ix ſpeaking of Offences againſt the 
Coin; I am ſorry to find myſelf obli- 
ged to mention, more particularly, a 
Miſchief, not falling indeed within the 
Caſe of High Treaſon, but a very 
high Miſdemeanor, which this Town 
hath, of late, much ſuffered by: and 
therefore, to remove the Miſtakes of 
ſome; and to correct the Audacity and 
Wickedneſs of others; it 1s fitting, 
that Men ſhould be admoniſhed of 
the Heinouſneſs of their Crimes, in pre- 
ſuming to make, without lawful Au- 


| thority, or to counterfeit, Copper-Mo- 


ney; which 1s of ſo much Uſe in car- 
rying on the ordinary Intercourſes of 
Life, eſpecially among the lower Claſ- 
les of the People. 


GoLD and SILVER, from the Value 


of 
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of thoſe Metals, cannot be conveni- 
ently divided into Pieces fmall enough 
to anſwer many of the moſt or- 
dinary Occaſions in Dealing: and 
therefore, it was neceſſary to make 
the loweſt Diviſions of Money in a 
baſer Metal; in order to have legal 
Money, for payment of Sums under 
the ſmalleſt Denomination, of Silver 
Coin in ordinary and common Cur- 
rency (2). 

CoprER HaALyytNce and Fax THINGS 
firſt came into Uſe, as lawful Mo- 
ney, about the End of the Reign of 
Q. ELIZABETH, who coined them for 
Ireland, in 1601 (3) and gave ſome 
Cities in ENGLAND (as Br1isTor, &c.) 
Authority to coin them, for their own 
Uſe : and K, James I. coined them 
for a general Currency through EN 


GLAND, IRELAND and WarLEs, in 1613. 


(2) See Leak on Coin. 
(3) See Rymer Fader. 8 vol. p. 1, 79, 104. 9 vol. 


Tax 


p. 1, 72: Malyne Lex Mercator 185. 
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Tux Coinage of Copper Money, 
being thus ſet up under Royal Autho- 
rity, hath ſo continued ever ſince: 
ſometimes, indeed, under the Conduct 
of private Perſons, to whom Grants 
and Licences have been made by the 
Crown for that Purpoſe ; but of later 
Times, this Prerogative hath been 
(much to the Benefit, and indeed Safe- 
ty of the Publick) confined to, and 


exerciſed only in, the King's Mint (6). 


Tuis Species of Money is intended 
only for a ſpecial Purpoſe, (v:z.) Pay- 


ment of Sums under the loweſt De- 


(5) The truth of this Aſſertion, will be readily Acknow- 
ledged by every Perſon in the leaſt acquainted with the 
Hiftory of ſuch Patents to Private Men. Upon the Uſe 
of ſuch Patents, formerly granted in this Kingdom, there 
was convincing Proof, of the Difficulties, and indeed In- 
ſufficiency, of any Means to be deviſed, for keeping ſuch 
Patentees up to the 'Terms and within the Limits of their 
legal Contracts. So that the Publick lies at the Mercy 
of fuch Adventurers, for having it's Gold and Silver drain- 
ed away by Droſs; and for having, what was only Inſtitu- 
ted as Change for the ſmalleſt Silver Coin, become the 
Circulating Caſh of the Country. 


nomination 
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nomination of Silver Coin in ordinary 
Currency. So that, in the Reigns of 
K. James I. and K. Crarres I. it 
was limited to Payments not above 
Two-pence (4); the Silver two-penny 
Pieces being then in uſual Currency: 
But after the Reſtoration, 1t was ex- 
tended to all Payments, under the ſix- 
penny Piece (5); and hath fo conti- 
nued ever ſince; and is ſo ſettled un- 
der the Izisn Proclamation of 6th 
May 1737 (6), now ſubſiſting: the 
ſix-penny Piece (which in this King- 
dom is Six Pence Halfpenny) being, 
theſe many Years paſt, the loweſt De- 
nomination of Silver Coin in general 
and common Uſe. 


Hence, we ſee the Reaſon. of al- 
lowing Copper Halfpence and Far- 
things to be a legal. Tender, in all 


(4) See Ruſhworth's Coll. 2 vol. 251, 252. 
(s) 1 Ha. Hiſt. P. C. 211. 
(6) Simon's Hiſt, of the Iriſb Coin, 176. 
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Sums under the ſix- penny Piece; and 
not ſo for it, or for any Sum above it. 
Nor is any Perſon obliged by Law, 
in this Kingdom, to accept above Six- 
pence One Farthing of ſuch Copper, 
at one Payment, in diſcharge of any 


legal Demand or Duty. 


Tux wicked Pains, of late, taken 
to impoſe on the Ignorant in this Re- 
ſpect, for the baſe Purpoſe of defraud- 
ing this City, and, in the Event, this 
Kingdom, of thouſands of Pounds; 
and with a View of forcing a Curren- 
cy for the vileſt Droſs ever offered as 
Money; have made it neceſſary, to 
apprize Men what the Law is in this 
particular. And therefore, I again 
repeat it, that, by Law, no Body in 
this Kingdom, is obliged to accept 
more than Sixpence Farthing, in even 
lawful Copper Money, at one Pay- 
ment, in Diſcharge of any legal De- 
mand or Duty. And as to counter- 
| feit 
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feit Copper Money, there is no Obli- 
gation upon any Perſon to accept it 
at all: nay, the Acceptance of it is 
Penal, under Circumſtances. 


In the next Place; I muſt obſerve, 
that as Copper cannot have a Cur- 
rency as Money (for even this ſpecial 
and limited Purpoſe) without the 
King's Authority; ſo all Attempts, by 
private Men, to make their Medals, 
Counters or Tokens, paſs for Halfpence 
and Farthings, are an audacions At- 
tack on his Majeſty's Prerogative ; and 
as ſuch, puniſhable on Indictment or 
Information, with the Severity due to 
ſo enormous Crimes. 


Tus Government and our Magiſ- 
tracy have been inſulted lately, with 
an Attempt of this Sort, in the Voce 
Poevii Counters. So daring a Piece 
of ſeditious Infolence is hardly to be 
Parallelled in the Hiſtory of this King- 
dom! Theſe Offenders ſeem to have 

8 „ ſet 
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ſet the Laws and Conſtitution at De- 
fiance! But it is to be hoped, that 
they may ſoon feel the Laws and 
Conſtitution ſtrong enough, for the 
Puniſhment of ſuch Miſcreants. 


Permares, the impudent Inſcription, 
was partly owing to an Expectation, 
that the Variation, might ſcreen from 
the Puniſhment due to Counterfeiters 
of Coin. But ſuch a pitiful Evaſion 
would not be of Service, even in Ca- 
ſes where the Puniſhment of High 
Treaſon is to be inflicted (7): for 
where ſo much Similitude to the True 
18 preſerved i in the counterfeit Piece, 


as ſhews it intended to paſs for the 


true Coin, (and of this 45 Court and 


| Jury muſt judge, on the Circumſtances 


in Evidence before them) little Varia- 


tions, or giving it different Names (as 


Medal, Counter, Token, &c.) are Eva- 
ſions to be utterly diſregarded 80 


(7) 1 Ha, Hiſt. P. C. 184, 215, 


that 
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that theſe Offenders, whatever might 
have been their Hopes to the contra- 
ry, ſtand in the ſame Claſs with the 
meaner Criminals who have been em- 
ployed in counterfeiting the legal 
Haltpence, with leſs Trouble and Ar- 
tifice : The Puniſhment for whom, by 


common Law, is Fine, Enpriſonment 


and Pillory (8). 


Tux LEGISLATURE of GreaT BRI- 
TAIN, thinking this Crime was often 
too ſlightly puniſhed, has ordered two 
Years Impriſonment, and at the End of 
that Time, Security for the good Beha- 
viour for two Years more. (9) Though 
this Act of Parliament is not extend- 
ed to IrELAaND, yet ſo great an Opi- 
nion muſt have due Weight, in di- 
recting * Diſcretion of the Court, to 


(8) Ruſhw. Coll. 2 vol. 202. Append. 33, 41, 69. 
1 Ha. Hiſt. P. C. 211. 2 Barnardiſt. * 48. the Caſe 
ef the King and Melſham. 


(9) 15 Geo. 2. ch. 28. 


D 2 Po- 
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Proportion the Puniſhment to the Hei- 


nouſneſs of theſe Offences. 


Nor only the counterfeiting, but 
the uttering ſuch Counterfeits know- 


ingly, is a Crime, (10) and puniſhable 


by Fine and Impriſonment, at the Dil- 
cretion of the Court, on the Circum- 


ſtances of the Caſe. This may, in 


ſome Inſtances, ſeem Severe ! But cer- 


tainly, it is the Law. However, as the 
knowing the Pieces to be Counterfeit, 


is eſſential to conſtitute the Crime: 


poſſibly, where People do not attempt 


paſſing them in any Quantity, there - 
may be ſome Room for a Preſumpti- 


on, that the Uttering was rather an 


Effect of Careleſſneſs and Inattention, 


than of a Knowledge of their being 


Counterfeits: But Attempts (as have 
of late been made) to utter them in 


great Quantities, exclude any ſuch 


Preſumption, and ſhew a formed De- 


4 


(10) 2 Barnardiſt. 48. 


ſign 
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ſign of paſſing and giving them a Cur- 
rency, which carries, in itſelf, a ſtrong 


Evidence of the knowing them to be 
Counterfeit. 


I ſhall make but one Obſervation 
more on this Subject; and it is in- 
tended for the Conſideration of Men, 
in an higher Rank of Life than what 
theſe Offenders may be ſuppoſed to 
be in: Though (Bleſſed be God) our 
Laws regard only Crimes, not Per- 
ſons. | 


Im Obſervation is this. If our 
lawful Halfpence have been Ingroſled, 
to make Profit of them as a Commo- 
dity, or to Force the Currency of 
theſe Counterfeits; it is an Offence 
puniſhable by Law (1 1). 


I hope it 1s unneceſſary to dwell 
longer upon this Point, and that the 
bare Hint is ſufficient ; for I truſt, 


| zz n- 
(11) See Poph. Rep. 149. 


we 
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we are, as yet, free from the dread- 


ful and pernicious Doctrine “ That 
&«& whatever is Profitable is Honeſt, 


« evenin Trade!” An Opinion, which 


muſt infallibly ſoon be the Ruin of 


any Country, wherein it prevails. 


To return into the Courſe of yout 
Charge, from which I was drawn, by 
the Diſtreſs this City ſo lately labour- 
ed under, by Means of ſuch wicked 


| Practices. 


A Correſpondence held "By any 
of his Majeſty's Subjects, directly or 


indirectly, with the Pretender to his 


Throne, is by ſeveral Acts of Parlia- 
ment, of Force in this Kingdom, 


md. High Treaſon. And ſo are all 


 £ittempts to obſtruct or | hinder the 


Succeſſion of the Crown in his Illuſtri- 


ous Family. 


To THis SUCCESSION, we are in- 


* for the Eſtabliſhment of our 


Religious 
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Religious and Civil Liberties. To 
His SUCcessION, we owed that moſt 
excellent Prince, and tender FarHER 
of his People, whoſe eminent Virtues, 
as a Man and as a King, will refle& 
Honour upon this Period of our Hiſ- 
tory, to lateſt Ages! And under juſt 
and deep Regret for the recent Loſs 
of him, we derive our Conſolation 
from Ta1s SUCCESSION, tranſmitting his 
Crown to a Prince, whom we have 
the beſt. Grounds, for believing Heir 
of his Grandſire's Virtues, as he is of 
his Throne! Happy and Auſpicious be 
his Reign! Long may he Live the 
Object of a Loyal Grateful People's 
Love And Revered by all the Nati- 


ons round him! 


You are to Enquire of, and Pre- 
ſent, all Miſpriſions of Treaſon, all 
Offences againſt the Acts of Parlia- 
ment, made in this Kingdom, to re- 
ſtrain the Education of our Youth in 

Foreign 


of them. 


\ 
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Foreign Popiſh Seminaries ; to hinder 
Papiſts bearing Arms at Home; and 
to prevent the King's Subjects from 
Enlifting in Foreign Service, without 


his Majeſty's Licence; and all Offen- 


ces againſt the 1 of Premunire. 


You are likewiſe to Preſent all 
Murders (which are made High Trea- 


ſon, by the Statute of 10 K. Hen. VII.) 
Man- ſlaughters at Large, and other 
Homicides. 


Al. Felonies at common Law, or 
Facts made ſo by any Statute, and the 
Acceſſaries thereto, both before and 


after, are proper for your Enquiry and 


Preſentment; as are alſo all Forge- 


lies, Extortions and Oppreſſions, De- 
ceits, Cheats and common Nuſances; 


Eſcapes of Priſoners, and Miſbeha- 


viours of thoſe who have the Cuſtody 


LiseLs, whether * page 


and public Perſons, or againſt private 


Men, 


* 
„ 
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Men, are alſo Objects of your Inqui- 


ry. As few Crimes are a more auda- 
cious Violation of the Rights of Ma- 
giſtracy; ſo very few, indeed, are at- 
tended with more pernicious Conſe- 
quences to Society; in wearing off the 


People's Reſpect and Obedience to 


lawful Government, in raiſing Diſ- 
contents among them and diſpoſing 
them Sedition; in provoking to 


Breaches of the Publick Peace; in 


diſturbing the Quiet of private Fami- 


lies; ; and in wreaking Malice and Re- 


venge on the Characters of others, as 


Intereſt or Paſſion may happen to Dic- 


tate! From theſe Arrows that fly in 


the Dark, nor Sex, nor Age, nor Dig- 
nity, nor even Innocence is a Pro- 
tection! For theſe Reaſons, the Laws 
of all well regulated Governments have 
preſcribed a Puniſhments for 


the Compoſers and Publ bers of Li- 


BELS! 


E - - | _ 
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RioTs, Routs and unlawful Aſſem- 
blies, Aſſaults, Batteries; and, in a 
Word, all Offences affecting the Pub- 
lick Peace of theſe Counties, come 


within the Compaſs of your Charge. 


LeT me now give you a Caution, 
as to the Conduct of yourſelves i in this 


important Inquiry. 


Tre Excellency of both Inſtituti- 
ons, depends upon keeping ſtrictly to 
the ConsTITUTIONAL Diſtinction be- 
tween Grand and Pett ty Juries. Re- 
member therefore, that you are the 
Jury to inquire, on Behalf of the Crown 
and Publick; and not to Try and make 


ra between the King and 


Priſoner : And for this Reaſon, only 
ſuch Evidence as is produced for the 


Crown, ought to go before you. Re- 


member, that a Grand Jury is not to 
Try and Determine; but to Inquire 


and ITO the Fong? preparatory to 


a Try- 


THE GRAND JURIES, &. 33 
a Tryal; and that probable Evidence 
1s all that 1s neceſſary for this Purpoſe. 
(12) Indeed it-is all that can be had ; 
and it is all that is fit or reaſonable to 
be expected. It is all that can be had, 
becauſe you can Examine on one Side 
only ; and 1t 1s all that ought to be 
required or expected, becauſe where 
a Crime is credibly ſworn to by the 
Witneſſes for the Crown (and, by the 


Way, all Men are to be preſumed 
Credible, if the Jury do not know 


the contrary) the Proſecution ſhould 
not be errvaTtLy ſtifled in a Grand 
Jury Room; but ſhould, by the Grand 
Tury's 3 the Bill, be ſent to a 


public Tryal before a petty Jury; 


where Witneſſes on both Sides may be 


produced, Face to Face, in open Court, 
the Proſecutors and Priſoners being 

preſent, and at liberty to Croſs-exa- 
mine them; under the Direction of the 


(c 2) See 2 Ha. Hiſt. P. C. 15). 


=» Judges, 
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Judges, to ſee the Fact canvaſſed in 
all its Circumſtances, and to take Care 
that each Party has full Juſtice in the 


Examination. 


Uron ſuch Evidence on the Crown's 


Behalf, you are to Inquire diligently ; 


and, as the Reſult of ſuch an Inquiry, 
you are to make true Preſentment ; 


(that is) you are to Preſent ſuch Char 


ges and Accuſations, as there ſhall ap- 


pear to you a reaſonable Foundation 


in Truth, for putting the Matter into 
a farther Courſe of Examination, and 
ſubjecting it to a more ſolemn Trial. 


Trar your Preſentments may be 
thus true, you are Sworn to admit of 
no Influence from Malice, on the one 
Hand; or from Favour or Affection 
on the other. 


Axp that you may Act with perfect 
Freedom and Safety; and to prevent 
Diſappointment in the Reſult of your 

Inquiries; 
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Inquiries; the Oath injoins Secrecy, 
as to the Kinc's, your FELLOW's and 


your own Counstr : The Law having 


wiſely ordained this, as the moſt like- 
ly Means of detecting and bringing 


Offenders to Juſtice, as well as the 
beſt Guard for Grand Jurors, againſt 


the Ain of Proſecutors or Pri- 


ſoners, and their reſpective Friends. 


Tnus, GENTLEMEN, I have laid be- 


fore you, the Nature and Extent of 


the High Truſt you have taken upon 
you ; and, the Court doubts not your 
diſcharging it, in a Manner ſuited to 
its Importance to this great City, and 
to the ſolemn and awful Obligations 


under which you are to Act. 


FIMNEFEE 


